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“The Evolution of the Concept of Political Geography: From
Traditional Concepts to Contemporary Trends”

Researcher:

Diya Mahmoud El-Dardasawi
Abstract:

The research aims to study the development of the concept of political geography starting from the period BC to the present
time, through the views of thinkers representing multiple schools of thought. As this discrepancy reflects the development in
international relations and political systems, and the research dealt with the concept of political geography, which included
states and lands, determining geographical boundaries and centers of global power and their distribution, and the concept
was limited to military and political expansion, then the concept evolved over time to include the impact of geopolitical
elements on politics such as natural resources, population, geographical location and borders, and the resulting focus on the
power of the state in controlling land and vital resources. In the twentieth century, as a result of wars and conflicts, the
concept of political geography became focused on the study of military strategies, international alliances and the active role
of strategic areas in international conflicts, leading to the impact of geopolitics by technical development and advanced
communications that contributed to shortening distances between countries and crossing borders (relatively) between
countries.

The research reached the most important results: 1 - the evolution of the concept of political geography throughout history
from the study of the state and its political boundaries and natural resources and military and political expansion to a more
comprehensive study dealing with international relations. 2 - the evolution of the concept of political geography to address
the impact of economic and social elements on the political process, 3 - The reason for the variation in the development of
the concept of political geography is due to historical and cultural differences between countries, and conflicts and wars had
a clear role on the development of the concept of political geography, which prompted studies to analyze international
conflicts. Finally, technical and economic developments have contributed significantly to the development of the concept of
geopolitics.

Keywords: Political geography, Elements of political geography, Political theories.
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